FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
That ugly but useful new word, ideology, exactly
expresses the nature of the germ that England had got
into her system, in the course of what had been a purely
patriotic struggle against foreign dictation. It is idle to
speculate whether she had first taken the infection from
returning exiles from Mary's persecution, or in the course
of her military association with the Dutch. It had certainly
begun to rage like a fever in her blood at the time of the
peace, and was to go on with mounting temperature and
finally delirium to the crisis of the civil war.
Such spiritual fevers are not necessarily to be deplored.
Their effect may be in the long run to purge and fortify
the constitution. Never did country more need a course
of stiffening concentration than Elizabethan England,
whose magnificent energies were being dissipated in
every field from war to literature, for the lack of it. This
lack the Puritan discipline was exactly calculated to supply.
It is just a question of when, and to what extent, it
becomes too much of a good thing. Whether, for example,
the iconoclastic purging of a Church may not add to its
dignity by stripping it of all manner of tawdry ornament,
or whether it may go so far as to convert it from a thing
of beauty into a gaunt and colourless skeleton.
It was the crown of the cumulative misfortune that
overwhelmed the House of Stuart that they should have
been pitchforked into the government of a nation in which
this Puritan drive was just beginning to gather its terrible
and subversive strength. It was fatal to them in so subtle
a way, as it would have taken almost impossible penetra-
tion to have grasped at the time. For their natural
instinct was to run the business of the nation in what,
to their more than average intelligences, appeared to be
the nation's own best advantage. It might, for instance,
suit England's book better to revert to her old policy
of friendly co-operation with Spain, than to fight her, at
ruinous expense, in order to pull the chestnuts out of
the fire for her more dangerous and completely unsenti-
mental rivals, the Calvinist burghers of Holland. But
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